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“How Grace Is to Me”

Grace: What is it? Such a hard word to define.

Is it what stirs the stag to spring through the lush, abundant woods?

Does it float? Like the fowl, with feathers fluttering and

Flapping, gliding across the misty shore?

Or does it bury its face in a feline’s furry coat

To prowl by night, slinking and skittering, without any sound?

“No,” I said.

“That’s not how grace is to me.”

Then is it the breeze that rustles through the spruce trees?

How softly they sway in the evening light.

Or does it suspend the delicate dancer high up

In the air, as if time was dawdling in its duties?

“Nope,” I said.

“That’s still not quite right.”

Let’s try something different:

Is is encased by the embrace of two reluctant friends overcoming
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The fury that flames in their hearts, finally coming to a mutual peace?

Maybe in the eyes of two lovers that require no answers?

Is it the kiss a mom gives to her repentant young boy

Or the curtsy of a lady who extends kind words?

“Closer,” I said.

“That’s on the right path.”

Then it must be on the heads of those bowing their knees,

The tears welling as they realize the answers they seek.

It is the hand that softly touches my face, and lifts my gaze to a higher place,

I trust the rocky trail on which He says to proceed,

After all, didn’t He die for me?

As I pass over the path stained crimson, I see

That grace was a bridge between heaven and me.



Table of Contents

Prose
Frank Merceret JUSE OIS RGNS . . i tiatias S S S ST S L N 8
F I S NI i s e e B s R L A 12
REi O T TN IR i i A Tt ST A 14
Olivia Pickering T R S o AR RN S SRR 17
Poetry
Samantha Reasoner R R S A A A T i i L Ml SR T 4
Lauren Kirksey R R SRR e 5 S D PR T AR s e AR -
Brooke Haid L R R S P RGN sl v B0 GRS SO o O S iy 6
Dani Ott L T R OO O ¢ LA A A AP e oo SR BB 11
Jennifer Larsen R SR O R A A RSN L GUTE S 20
Matthew Young e R e G S S s R U S OB 22
Tara Langhorne O G e G M S I 1 O o cevevnssssasconiahassssssssassssvavaniidasasiassonnsbarnssonnnss 24
Frank Merceret o ETEERERE L R R Rt e S AP - 25
Visual Art
Jessica Larios L T R P TR e A ORI DO A ot 7/
Jennifer Hicks L R SRS RS N EE es S S  NEE 9
Stop R EhE SMall ThINS....ccviiiiinieiiiisassmsinssisssanisns 10
R R B BIATISE ... .c..covraiiarsisoararaonasassssnsrsantessnsansansesassusonsing 13
Peg Schoon R I L .o oo ionssarnsiointansnsnsasosvindssbadh ssny misabrany s sbinaviiny 16
() 27 T sesscesvesssoassosnnssiesersbanssssnsasnnnionssvasnioinnsssssrannsnssssssssvossens 23
e TR I SO SRR NS S B A 26
Joshua D. Shannon Vi R SRS OB SR DL M LA 3 21



TARA LANGHORNE
How Grace Is To Me

Grace: What is it? Such a hard word to define.

Is it what stirs the stag to spring through the lush, abundant woods?
Does it float like the fowl, with feathers fluttering and

flapping, gliding across the misty shore?

Or does it bury its face in a feline’s furry coat

to prowl by night, slinking and skittering, without any sound?

“No,” I said.

“That’s not how grace is to me.”

Then is it the breeze that rustles through the spruce trees?
How softly they sway in the evening light.

Or does it suspend the delicate dancer high up

in the air, as if time was dawdling in its duties?

“Nope,” I said.

“That’s still not quite right.”

Let’s try something different:

Is it encased by the embrace of two reluctant friends overcoming

the fury that flames in their hearts, finally coming to a mutual peace?
Maybe it’s in the eyes of two lovers that require no answers?

Is it the kiss a mom gives to her repentant young boy,

or the curtsey of a lady who extends kind words?

“Closer,” I said.

“That’s on the right path.”

Then it must be on the heads of those bending their knees,

the tears welling as they realize the answers they seek.

It is the hand that softly touches my face, and lifts my gaze to a higher place?
I trust the rocky trail on which He says to proceed;

after all, didn’t He die for me?

As I pass over the path stained crimson, I see

that grace was a bridge between heaven and me.
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